
 Registered Charity No: 1119037

Issue 65 Spring 2020

EARLY-BIRD THEATRE TICKET DISCOUNTS
FOR MEMBERS

The summer theatres in both Aldeburgh and Southwold
are once again offering early booking and ticket discounts

to FESPA Members.
If you haven’t yet paid your 2020 subscription, fear not: as
long as you were a paid-up member in 2019, then you will

still be eligible for discounts up to the end of March.
If you haven’t yet paid your 2019 subscription, ACT

NOW to ensure you don’t miss out.
For 2020 subscription details, please see page 6

If you live locally to East Suffolk, please find

the time to attend this year’s

For more information, please go to page 3

Look who’s coming to
Southwold this Summer

Congratulations …
… to Team ‘Nutters’, who are Louise and Peter Stammers, the Rev.
Alan Perry, Susan Kember and Edward and Diane Wright for being
the outright winners of this winter’s Grand Showbiz Quiz.

Over 65 Friends and friends of Friends gathered in the Stella
Peskett Millenium Hall in early February.  All enjoyed a most
convivial and cerebrally-challenging evening compiled and
compèred by Peter Gibbs and his family; and if that wasn’t enough,
it was augmented by a splendid three-course supper expertly
conjured-up by Louise Stammers and  Jane Ackroyd.

Thanks to all who took part in this year’s quiz which raised a net
contribution of £835 towards our funds.

Y
es - it’s star of stage and screen, Robert Powell.  Robert will be
headlining the launch of this summer’s Theatre On The Coast season
with a one-night performance of his one-man show.  The date is

Saturday 4th July so note it in your diaries. (read further on page 2)

Elsewhere in this issue, there’s news that the theatre company who produced
last year’s season in Aldeburgh are back - but this time with a new name.
They will once again be presenting a full season at the Jubilee Hall.  (see page
4)

There’s a first glimpse of what to look forward to at this June’s Southwold
Arts Festival.  Festival director, Lin Le Versha, and her team have definitely
lined-up an intriguing and eclectic week of entertainment for us all. (page 7)

PLUS …on page 5 we get to hear about the line-up of authors, many of whom
are household names, whose plays you can see performed during April’s INK
Festival in Halesworth.

Quiz winners
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What have we been up to
since the end of our first
season in 2019?  Some of
you may have been in

Aldeburgh to see our Christmas show for
the Jubilee Hall. ‘The Snow Queen’ was adapted from Hans
Christian Andersen by , with choreography by

 (seen in Southwold last season as Nurse Macfarlane
in ‘Hobson’s Choice’) and music by  - who wrote the
songs for ‘Hobson’s’. A talented cast and wonderful set and
costumes from  and  made it a truly
magical production, enjoyed by all ages.

And now we are in the very final stages of confirming the
programme for the summer and can give you a sneak preview of
what’s coming up in July and August.

The season will open over the weekends of the 4th and 10th July at
St Edmund’s Hall. On Saturday 4th, our primary launch event
welcomes actor  to Southwold in his
one man show. Robert shot to Hollywood fame
as Jesus of Nazareth in Zeffirelli's 1977 film and
has appeared in some 35 films, on television and
recently on stage as King Charles III when he
shared the role with Tim Pigott-Smith.

On the following Friday, 
 will present Shakespeare from the Sea, a

performance inspired by all five of the plays in
which characters are shipwrecked, storm tossed ashore or find
themselves in strange and foreign lands. This is a new project for

both the Theatre and the community and
we shall have been working with the Key
Stage 2 children from May.

Our first play in July, opening in the
week beginning 13th, is also one of at
least two nationwide premières from
high profile writers. All for One reflects
the extraordinary times we have been
living through as a country and comes
from Suffolk writer, .
Jan's comedy serial Conversations From
A Long Marriage with Joanna Lumley
and Roger Allam can be

heard on BBC Radio 4 and is already being
translated for broadcast in France: ‘Tant pis, le
Brexit ...’. In her new comedy for Southwold we
find ourselves in the drawing room of the head of
a family, a tough but elderly grandmother trying
to bring her children, grandchildren and their
partners together to resolve a dramatic and
emotional crisis. When Grandma is also the Head
of State and the family includes the heir to the
throne, Dukes, Duchesses, Princes and Princesses,
a family drama could threaten to destroy not just
them but what they stand for …

As we move into August we will present our second
new commission, from noted historian and writer

. Attagirls tells the stories of three

young women from very different backgrounds who choose to
come to Britain during the second world war and ferry every
imaginable type of aeroplane across the country to keep the RAF
front line supplied with machines. Still something of an untold story
and with enormous relevance not only for the 75th anniversary of
the end of the war but also for East Anglia with its huge number
of air bases, this promises to be both an exciting and moving play.

During our fifth and sixth weeks of the season we will be working
with local circus company , who will be running
workshops for families and younger people as well as presenting
their own daytime shows, featuring their skill as comic and aerial
performers. Still in negotiation as I write is the possibility of the
circus tent returning to the Common under the Theatre on the
Coast umbrella, but we are planning to  make use of the school
hall at Southwold Primary for some of the workshop sessions.

Also in this slot, the best of new writing first seen in Suffolk comes
to Southwold for a week when we play host to at least four of the

short plays chosen from this year’s and the
past two year’s , another first for
Theatre on the Coast. We hope that this will
be the start of the Summer Theatre being a
platform for new writers as well as continuing
to present high quality classic Drama,
Comedy and Musical Theatre.

Did I just mention Musicals? In the week after
our last show for 2019, the great 

, one of the giants of modern British Theatre, passed away
in his 93rd year. We are thrilled to
end the season with a revival of
Privates on Parade, his hilarious and
no-holds barred musical play about
soldiers and officers of an
entertainment troupe stuck in Malaya
after the end of World War II. 

 is the co-author and the
composer of the songs and music
(and composer of the music for Black
Beauty, to name just one of his other
credits!) Denis is a Walberswick
resident and we hope that he will be

able to join us
during August. And that’s not all from the Kings
-  has a wonderful show inspired by
her mother, the legendary Radio comedy actor

. In 2019 Astrid was back in the US
with a tour of her show and now she brings it to
us at the Southwold Arts Centre.

Phew! The full details of the programme will be
hopefully included with the mailing of this issue
and advance booking will be open to FESPA
members from now until early March, before
booking opens to the public.

I look forward to seeing you, your families and
friends. Once again, the support of FESPA, the
trustees and members. is not just greatly
appreciated but vital to our continued success.

© East Anglian Daily Times
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Stills from mtp’s production at
Aldeburgh’s Jubilee Hall during the

Christmas holiday

T
he 2020 AGM takes place on starting 

 prompt.  Once again the venue is the 
 on Southwold Common.  For those of you who have

not been before, the satnav postcode is 

Please try and attend if it is at all practical to do so.  The AGM provides
a wonderful opportunity to all meet up and to catch up with all aspects
of FESPA’s activities over the past 12 months and the aspirations for
the coming year.  If you’re reading the printed version of this issue,
you should find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes of last year’s
AGM enclosed; if you’re reading from e-mail, then these documents
will be in a separate attachment. Please be environmentally
conscious and bring these along to the meeting so we can keep the
printing of extra copies to a minimum.

The formal ‘business’ part shouldn’t take too long; we’ll then be
treated to a talk from our guest speaker - actress and  former FESPA
bursary recipient, .  As is the custom, there will
be plenty of time for socialising accompanied by liquid refreshment
after the formalities have ceased.

But – before all that – there is the necessary matter of elections for
the vacant positions of Trustees. This year, three of our Trustees
complete their current term of which one is available for re-election.
We therefore need nominations for new blood to join the team.  All
fully paid-up FESPA members are both welcome and indeed
encouraged to propose nominees for vacant Trustee positions.
Nominations must be in writing and sent to the Hon. Secretary:

.

The closing deadline for all nominations is midnight on 

FESPA is extremely pleased to welcome  as
this year’s guest speaker.

Charlotte is an English actor and curve model based in London and
was one of FESPA’s very first Bursary recipients way back in 2009
having gained a place on a one-year foundation course at RADA.  She
then went on to train at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland.

Charlotte performed in Southwold
last October as ‘Dr. Watson’ in The
Hound of The Baskervilles for Seagull
Theatre Rep’s tour of East Anglia (see
Barry Tolfree’s review in FESPA News
Autumn 2019). Prior to that, she was
in Lowestoft in June as part of the
High Tide Festival with her own show
called BURST, a collection of
monologues based around Lowestoft
characters you might have found on the seafront over the past 150
years. In Autumn 2018, Charlotte could be seen with fellow Bursary
alumnus  at The Cut, Halesworth in the Yakety Yak
Young Actors’ Company touring production of The Little Cabaret of
Suffragette. She has also appeared as ‘Jess’ in The Bereavement
Club, by Eye Film.

Her notable credits include ‘Pip’ in The Response, by John Hale; a
commercial for BBC Glastonbury; ‘Jackie’ in Hay Fever with, again,
Yakety Yak Theatre Company; ‘Mac’ in feature film Zombie Res: The
Dead State and ‘Charlotte’ in I am a C/D Borderline Feminist (with
aspirations of A*) with Siberian Lights.

FESPA AGM
It would be absolutely wonderful to see you at this year’s

© Phil Sharpe

“Critics should be searched at the door of the theatre. Irreverent, probing and (above all) satirical. I would have all such
adjectives left with their coats in the foyer, only to be redeemed when their notices are written”

The Snow
Queen

The Snow
Queen
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Following a very happy, successful, and hugely popular
summer season in 2019, what can we all look forward to
this year? Four original productions: A High Comedy; a
High Farce; a Period Classic; and a fast, funny, heart-
warming Family show. And in keeping with the history of
the AJH – all with music to the fore. And, as in 2019, there’ll
be guests and Sunday special events.

Reflecting on what we do best, our audiences said “classic
theatre” – whether modern, period, well-made plays, or
Family shows. So, from March 2020 we’ll be known as
Aldeburgh Classic Theatre (ACT for short)   Not that we no
longer love Southwold! Far from it - our workshop with
fantastic rehearsal space remains in situ, and many of our
talented company have strong links to the area.  Our new
name keeps it simple, and fair to popular, local theatre
groups, like the long-established Southwold Players.

We look forward to welcoming all FESPA members (with
the usual discount and priority booking from 1st March) to
our next summer season at Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall - the first
in our new, three-year contract to provide exciting live
theatre for East Suffolk audiences.

Ken Ludwig’s Lend Me A Tenor

A newly revised version based not on Otello, but Il Pagliacci.

Feydeau-style Farce – in a Fawlty-style hotel!

Artistic Director, RICHARD BLAINE, takes Friends on a journey of what to look
forward to for this year’s

An old dark house; a nutty family; a contested will - what
could possibly go wrong? Who is a likely candidate for
murder? It could be any one of them. Who is the murderer?
It could be any one of them, too!

In this slick comedy-thriller, our greatest modern playwright,
the Master of intelligent humour, pays homage to the Queen
of the murder-mystery while at the same time embodying it
with his own unique blend of ironic comment and sly wit.
And the final twist is that no one knows whodunit until the
final minutes - not the producer, not the audience, not even
the actors! Until that point, well - it really could be any one
of them…

The world-famous tenor Tito Morelli is coming to town to
sing tragic clown Pagliacci - one of the greatest roles in the
history of Italian opera. But it isn't long before there's more
fun and games offstage than there is on: he arrives late; he
rows with his firebrand wife; he falls into a drunken stupor;
and all before he gets to the theatre. Impresario Henry
Saunders is tearing his hair out - and a strip off his loyal
assistant Max. But Max has a secret: he too can sing! Is there
time for him to don the costume and literally play the fool,
win the hand of Saunders' daughter, and save the day? This
frantic farce may be set against a backdrop of Great Art - but
it's very much a Marx Brothers style "Night at the Opera" -
playing in the east coast's very own boutique opera house!

Julia and Jane are still young, still vivacious, but ever-so-
slightly bored with their golf-obsessed husbands. They have
been friends forever and both, as young "Debs" doing Europe,
had a pash for handsome, romantic Frenchman Maurice
Duclos. So, when Maurice comes to town when their
husbands are away, temptation calls. But it also risks turning
best friends into bitterest enemies. Coward's elegant comedy
was declared utterly scandalous when first produced and
now, although social mores have changed, its capacity to
entertain has not. It is a "will they? … won't they?" play where

Photo:Martin Smith Photo:Martin Smith

Our Gala Opening production - Sir Alan meets
Dame Agatha!

Women Behaving Badly! (allegedly …)

Fallen Angels
By Noel CowardIt Could  Be Any One Of Us

By Alan Ayckbourn
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Not forgetting … Open Stages Sundays
Our popular showcase for guests and new writing, last
year with shows from INK, Romany Theatre, and Penny
Rawlins Productions, and hopefully again with
opportunities for FESPA bursary alumni to perform.

one can never be sure how far these angels are prepared to
fall - or possibly jump!

Beauty And The Beast
by Mike Kenny

A refreshing, funny new twist on a classic
tale for all ages

Beauty is a rather spoiled girl who has never had to work. To
teach her a lesson, her fairy Godmother creates a series of

challenges for Beauty that ultimately traps her in the estate
of the Beast. It is when Beast releases Beauty that she realises
she loves him and returns to Beast's castle just in time to save
him from death. A classic fable of how beauty, with a small
b, can hide ugliness, and how only love can break the spell
and show the person that's inside.

“I always liked the visuals to be choice and at the same time minimalist. And, I love black boxes. After all, that's what
theatre is, it's an empty space, and it's both limited and unlimited because the space is the space, but what you can do
with people's imaginations is really endless.”

THE 2020 INK FESTIVAL
17th , 18th  AND 19th  APRIL
 THE CUT, HALESWORTH

During the three days of INK Festival 2020, more than 30 brand
new, short plays for stage and radio will be performed at The
Cut, Halesworth, Suffolk.

INKredible writers for 2020 include Miranda Hart,
Will Gompertz,
Arthur Smith,
Elliot Cowan and
Jill Upton. The
plays reflect the
world we all live
in, some are sad,

some will make you cry with laughter, each one
is topical and relevant to our lives in 2020.

Also there will be a hilarious comedy line up
including Arabella Weir and Arthur Smith, two
award winning, short comedy plays hot from
Edinburgh Fringe and voted The Telegraph’s
Critics’ choice by Ed Jones and James
McDermott, exuberant poetry from Luke
Wright and others, workshops, talks and art.

All the plays will be performed each day

Festival Tickets from  www.inkfestival.org

£25.00 day /

£60.00 three-day

INK is the seed-corn of
theatre and of new writing …the World
should pay attention to INK…

INK delivered one of the best theatrical
experiences of the year…5*****

Also from INK: a new play commissioned to honour
the bravery of Joe Kennedy Jnr. and commemorate

VE Day

No Ordinary Joe; No Ordinary
Kennedy

The flight that changed history
tells the dramatic and tragic story of Joe Kennedy Jnr.,

the elder brother of JFK, who as a young man seemed

destined to become President of the United States -

until, that is, the Second World War intervened. The

play examines Joe's complex character, and traces

events which led Joe to volunteer for a top-secret and

highly dangerous mission, in which he was required to

fly a Liberator plane packed with explosives and bail out before

it crossed the Channel. Tragically his plane exploded over

Blythburgh, Suffolk killing him and his co-pilot.

Written by Martyn Wade, commissioned and  produced by

INK, the play will go on to tour a number of aircraft museums

in East Anglia after being

performed at the INK Festival.

Halesworth Airfield Museum,
Holton - Saturday 2nd May – 2pm
and 5pm

Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation
Museum, Flixton -  Friday 8th May –
6pm

Parham Air Museum, - Saturday 9th
May – 4pm and 7pm

St Andrews Church, Fersfield -
Sunday 10th May – 3pm

For tickets from 1st March,  visit
www.inkfestival.org
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Friends’  2020 DIARY ESSENTIALS
As we speak FESPA Members’ early bird booking for both

Southwold and Aldeburgh seasons
Thursday
26th March

Nominations close for election of Trustees and
Officers at the FESPA AGM.  See p. 3

Saturday
14th March

Southwold Arts Festival Quiz Night
7.00 p.m. Stella Peskett Millennium Hall

Friday
3rd April

FESPA AGM - Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common
7.00 p.m. prompt

Friday-Sunday
17th-19th April

INK Festival
The Cut, Halesworth

Friday
12th June

Aldeburgh Festival opens

Saturday
20th June

Southwold Arts Festival opens

Sunday
28th June

Southwold Arts Festival closes

Sunday
28th June

Aldeburgh Festival closes

Saturday/Friday
4th/10th July

Southwold Theatre Season launch events

Monday
20th July

Aldeburgh Theatre Season opens

Saturday
29th August

Aldeburgh Theatre Season closes

Saturday
29th August

Southwold Theatre Season closes

Thurs-Monday
5th - 9th Nov’ber

Ways With Words literary festival
Southwold

Important - increase in annual subscription
Please note that the annual subscription has now increased to £15. This decision has not been taken lightly but nonetheless we trust
you will all agree this is still good value for money as it corresponds to less than the average rate of inflation since the last rise.

Your 2020 membership subscription is now due and you should find a renewal form enclosed with mailing of the printed edition of this
issue.  Your subscription is vital if FESPA is to continue all the positive initiatives in supporting our local summer theatre organisations
and the performing arts in East Suffolk. So please renew whilst it is fresh in your mind.
There are a number of ways you can help to enable FESPA to use its funds more effectively.
● Renew promptly – it costs money to print and send out reminders
● If you are a UK taxpayer, ensure you elect for Gift Aid by completing the appropriate section on the form.  Since becoming a charity,

the Friends additionally have received from HMRC over £23,000 – monies that are put to good use to further the aims of FESPA.
● Please consider making an additional charitable donation over and above the nominal renewal rate.  Donations of £25 or more are

publicly acknowledged.
● Make on-line purchases from smile.amazon.co.uk and register FESPA as your preferred charity.  This way we get additional donations

for every purchase you make from Amazon
● Join easyfundraising (see page 8) for a host of other on-line purchasing opportunities.  So far the few Friends who actively use this

scheme have increased FESPA funds by nearly £550.  Imagine how much we could generate if the majority of our membership
participated!

Thank you.

T h e a t r e
c l o s e d  o n
M o n d a y s

Ever wondered why some theatres close on Mondays?
Some believe that the ghost of Thespis, who was
apparently the first person to speak lines as an
individual actor on stage in 6BC thus fathering the term
“thespian”, visits the theatre one night per week to
return to the stage and cause unexplained mischief.
This superstition states that the theatre should be
empty at least one night per week, traditionally
Mondays, to placate the pesky Thespis.

A “ghost light” should be placed downstage centre to
give the ghosts enough light to see whilst also acting
as a practical health and safety device to prevent
tripping over props in the dark for celestial and
non-celestial beings alike!

T h e a t r e
S u p e r s t i t i o n s

E x p l a i n e d

The Summer 2020 issue of FESPA News will be distributed
towards the end of May

Please share your thoughts and views on anything and everything
including any great fundraising ideas

https://smile.amazon.co.uk
mailto:warwick@fespa.co.uk
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Seven is a magic number. Shakespeare
defined seven ages of man, there are
seven deadly sins and in June 2020 we
will be celebrating our seventh
Southwold Arts Festival. Once again, we
have lined up an eclectic and exciting
programme for you.

Spend an evening with John Sergeant,
broadcaster, author and political
commentator who interviewed Margaret
Thatcher, John Major and Tony Blair. Dr
Phil Hammond - NHS doctor,
broadcaster and Edinburgh Fringe
performer - will fill your evening with comedy,
satire and may reveal how he was sacked by the
BBC in 2017 for tweeting that he would stand
against his local MP, Jacob Rees-Mogg at the next
election.

Clare Teal loved our audience so much in 2015
that she asked if she could come back with her trio
to perform a selection from the Great American &
English songbooks. Have a great evening with The
Blues Band, celebrating 40th years together as
the finest exponents of the blues tradition in all its

forms. If you
are a fan of
folk music,
we have
nat iona l ly
acclaimed
Pitman Poets supported
by our local John Ward
Band. Talented young
musicians include the
Southend Boys' & Girls'

Choirs and five lunch time recitals by local stars of the future.

Classical music lovers must see The
OperaBabes or, if you enjoyed the film
"Judy", listen to the Jazz of Judy
Garland. Whatever your taste in music
you will find something to thrill you.

Talks include FESPA's Barry Tolfree
who will reveal the scandals of
Southwold, or discover the secrets of
Orford Ness, the history of Radio
Caroline, one writer's journey from
Halesworth to Hollywood, the wildlife
of Minsmere or why the Suffolk accent
is the most important dialect in the

English language.

For those of you who enjoy art we have a
cornucopia of experiences. You can make art in
Create Southwold or buy art at Art on the Green
or visit artists' studios in Reydon or appreciate a
lecture on the art of J W Turner.

If you fancy drama celebrate the 40th anniversary
of the Reydon and Southwold Pantomime
Group in 2 one-act plays or thrill at Paul Trigg's
reading of Dickens - he may even bring Dickens'
chair!  Shakespeare would have loved our
discussion
of the
B o o k e r
Prize or the
line up in
Slaughter in

Southwold.

I can assure you that it is not
a deadly sin to come and
enjoy as many treats as
possible in our seventh festival. I look forward to seeing you.

Arts Festival Director, Lin Le Versha, whets our appetites with a preview of the delights that
await us this Summer

Quiz Night
Raising money for the 2020

Street Festival

Saturday 14th March
7.00 p.m.

at the Stella Peskett
Millennium Hall

Teams of up to 6 - £8 each
Food by Café 51 - Bar available

Tickets available from Chapmans, Southwold High Street

“The one thing I have always felt about musical theatre is that it is, to an extraordinary degree, about construction.”

It’s never too late for a good New Year’s
Resolution!

Begin the new decade by resolving to

You know it makes sense - the more ‘Friends’ that are involved in
the charity, the stronger we become and the more we can do to
support and promote the performing arts in East Suffolk.
Just think how much we could do if each Friend recruited just one
additional member during the year, and TWO would be brilliant!

Recruit a new member to
FESPA during 2020
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DON’T FORGET ABOUT …

this important change for Friends

who have previously used

to shop online at Amazon.co.uk
Amazon.co.uk has changed the way it supports charitable

donations relating to online sales.  It now supports these directly
via its ‘Smile’ initiative. You no longer have to access this through

easyfundraising but you will need to register separately.

Just visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk, login with your normal
account and password and the screen will ask you to choose your
charity.  Search for and select Friends Of East Suffolk Performing

Arts and then just start shopping as usual.

For all other retailers, the process remains the same as ever.

If you’re not yet helping FESPA in this way – please consider doing
so - many members probably shop with Amazon and placing all

your on-line orders this way could make a significant difference to
our funds.   Thank you.

The 2020 Grand Showbiz Quiz in pictures

Inquisitor-in-chief, Peter Gibbs (centre), presiding over proceedings

I just wanted to let you know that this year has been great so
far. I am working towards my assessments in the next few
months and have been lucky enough to take up extra options
that include musical theatre jazz, lyrical jazz and Cunninghamf

technique.

I performed in a ballet group piece in
December in our in house student
platform and it has been selected to be
in the spring showcase. I have noticed
big improvements already in this
academic year and am looking forward
to the rest of my second year in training.

Katie is one of our current bursary students now
in her second year of a BA Hons in Dance and
Musical Theatre course at the London Studio
Centre.
f Cunningham is a core contemporary technique

“The stage is not merely the meeting place of all the arts, but is also the return of art to life.”

https://smile.amazon.co.uk,
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk,

